[Genetic heterogeneity and pathology of congenital nephrotic syndrome and its significance in prenatal diagnosis].
Familial occurrence of congenital nephrotic syndrome (CN) has been most extensively studied in Finland where it is known to be inherited as an autosomal recessive disease. In this Finnish type of congenital nephrotic syndrome (CNF) prenatal diagnosis by alphafetoprotein (AFP) determination in the amniotic fluid has been reported to be conclusive. Within the last six years we observed 10 cases of CN occurring in 5 families. In all patients renal histology has been studied. Although each family presented a different type of CN, the appearance within the same sibship was always identical.